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constitution was signed—with parades, 
traditional food, and other festivities. 

The United States and Norway have a 
very special bond. Our traditions of 
human rights and freedom and also of 
democracy are woven into the very fab-
ric of our shared history, and over the 
last two centuries, the people of Nor-
way have contributed greatly to the 
success and prosperity of our global 
community. 

As cochair of the House Friends of 
Norway Caucus, I would like to send 
our best wishes to the people of Nor-
way as they celebrate this year’s 
Syttende Mai today, and I would like 
to reaffirm the friendship between our 
two nations as we work together on 
important issues ahead. 

f 

MANDATE FUNDING TO BRING 
OUR TROOPS HOME FROM AF-
GHANISTAN 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Last October, on the 10th 
anniversary of the war in Afghanistan, 
I visited Arlington West—a moving me-
morial to Americans who have died in 
that war. 

Every Sunday, on the sands of Santa 
Monica Beach, volunteers have put up 
a cross for every soldier who has lost 
his life in that war. As the number of 
dead has grown, they have only been 
able to put up one cross for every 10 
soldiers. 1,843 U.S. soldiers have lost 
their lives in Afghanistan. We’ve had 
17,000 casualties. 

The defense bill today, in its current 
form, slows down the effort to with-
draw our troops when we should be 
speeding it up. That’s why I have co-
sponsored legislation with BARBARA 
LEE that would mandate that any Af-
ghanistan funding be used only to 
bring our troops home. Without such a 
change, I cannot vote for this bill. I 
don’t want to go back to Arlington 
West only to see them adding more 
crosses. 

f 

INTERESTS IN FINANCIAL ASSETS 
OF IRAN 

(Mr. TURNER of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TURNER of New York. Madam 
Speaker, there are no greater remind-
ers of how dangerous Iran is to Amer-
ica than the Iranian-backed 1983 Beirut 
and 1996 Khobar Towers bombings in 
which 260 Americans lost their lives. 

There was no military or economic 
retaliation towards Iran for their in-
volvement in those bombings. The only 
type of recourse the families had of 
those who died was a financial reward 
given to them by the Federal courts— 
an award they still have not seen. 

This is why I have introduced H.R. 
4070, a legal necessity which revokes 
sovereign immunity from the Iranian 
central bank and allows a Federal 
court to attach frozen funds. Thus, the 

families who have been impacted by 
those bombings can receive the finan-
cial compensation they deserve and 
were previously awarded. 

Today, 15 family members who lost 
their loved ones are on Capitol Hill, 
asking for two things: that we do ev-
erything we can to prevent Iran from 
killing more Americans, and that we 
hold them accountable for their ac-
tions. 

I would like to say that I stand with 
them. I will continue to remind Ameri-
cans about what Iran has done and 
what they continue to do. 

f 
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THE NDAA AUTHORIZES WAR 
AGAINST IRAN 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. The NDAA author-
izes war against Iran. It calls for a new 
policy—military action—which puts 
U.S. aircraft and munitions into posi-
tion for air-and sea-based missions and 
the bolstering of U.S. capabilities to 
launch a sustained sea and air cam-
paign against a range of Iranian nu-
clear and military targets. It author-
izes war under the pretext that Iran is 
threatening to launch a nuclear at-
tack, even though Iran does not have 
nuclear weapons, does not have nu-
clear-weapons capability, and is not 
building a bomb. 

Beyond the obvious political and 
military questions here, there is a pro-
found spiritual question: What is hap-
pening to the spirit of America that we 
can embrace war or waging war so cas-
ually? What happens to our souls when 
we authorize an attack on a nuclear fa-
cility in another country? What hap-
pens to the souls of those who perish 
when radiation is released from such 
an attack? 

The Golden Rule states: Do unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto 
you. It does not say: Do unto others be-
fore they do unto you. 

f 

HONORING MEMORY OF FORMER 
SOUTH DAKOTA CONGRESSMAN 
AND SENATOR JIM ABDNOR 

(Mrs. NOEM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. NOEM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of former 
South Dakota Congressman and U.S. 
Senator Jim Abdnor, who passed away 
yesterday at the age of 89. 

Jim Abdnor dedicated his life to serv-
ing the State of South Dakota and our 
country in whatever capacity he was 
serving. As Lieutenant Governor, as 
Congressman, U.S. Senator, even ad-
ministrator of the United States Small 
Business Administration, Jim was a 
man who constantly put others first. 

South Dakotans who knew him re-
member Jim as an incredibly decent 
man who worked tirelessly for the 

State that he loved. In my personal 
interactions with Jim, I was always 
impressed by what a man of humility 
and integrity he was. 

A born and raised South Dakotan, he 
left a legacy of hard work, commit-
ment, and selfless sacrifice that every 
resident of the Rushmore State can be 
proud of. 

I ask the South Dakotans and all 
those who knew him personally or of 
his legacy to keep his family and loved 
ones in their thoughts and prayers. 

f 

PROTECTING OUR VETERANS 

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FUDGE. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise on behalf of the millions of vet-
erans who have returned home from 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

From joblessness to hopelessness, the 
readjustment to civilian life has been 
extremely difficult for many of our 
brave men and women. It is our respon-
sibility to do all we can to lighten 
their already heavy load. 

Today, my colleagues and I sent a 
letter to the Education and the Work-
force Committee urging Chairman 
KLINE to address the aggressive and de-
ceptive targeting of servicemembers, 
veterans, and their families by edu-
cational institutions, particularly for- 
profit career colleges. 

I’ve read reports of schools steering 
our vets and family members into ex-
pensive loans, rather than directing 
them to less expensive Federal student 
loans. This is egregious and appalling, 
and it must be stopped. Join me in call-
ing for hearings and for the movement 
of legislation. 

f 

BIRTHDAY OF FREDERICK 
COUNTY, MARYLAND 

(Mr. BARTLETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to invite America to join 
me in celebrating a belated birthday 
party in Frederick County, Maryland. 

Just 100 years ago on the 22nd of last 
month, William Howard Taft convened 
700 business leaders in the United 
States, and they established the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. Just 1 day 
later, through the miracle of commu-
nication by wire, delegates from Fred-
erick County asked to be chartered as 
the first county chamber of commerce 
in the United States. 

Please join me in celebrating this 
very important belated 100th birthday 
celebration in Frederick County, Mary-
land. 

f 

INVESTING IN EDUCATION 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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